St Mark’s Camberwell

Bible Studies in Ruth

‘...may you have a full reward from the LORD,
the God of Israel, under whose wings you have
come for refuge!’ (Ruth 2:12)




Notes for Study Leaders:
Introduction to Studies in the book of Ruth

Whata great book Ruth ig\ great book portraying a great God
The following Bible Study is the first of a series of four (one per chapteeyewe will
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The studies coincide with the sermon series, have been derived separately to the
sermons.

The aim of thesstudies is to let the text of Ruth speak, concerning who God is, what God
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There are some assumptions iretie studies:

e Itis assumed that the text will be read aloud.

e Itis assumed that the aim of the study is to move from (1) Observation to (2)
Interpretation resulting in (3) application, and the relevance of this book for us today.
Please make it a priority toef through to applicationg so you may need to omit
guestions or move the study along in order to achieve this.

e Itis assumed that prayer will precede/follow these studies.

e As with any study of the scriptures, it is assumed that God is at work throagh hi
Spirit, drawing people to faith in Christ Jesus, and strengthening people in their
service of Christ.

What is the central message of this book?

A love story between Ruth and Boaz?

A filling in the gap between the period of no king in Israel, and Riavid?

A story of redemption?

An extraordinary God at work in ordinary people with extraordinary outcomes?
In some sense, all of these! But can we be more precise?
This is a question you may like to ask in this first study, to gauge some responses.
We will come to this question in a later study.

Please direct any feedback on this or subsequent studies to Mark Hood:
mark.hood@stmarkscamberwell.org.a0422 331 765.
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Ruth 1:1-22 From Famine to Barley Harvest.

Context
wdzi K Aa aSid WAy GKS RIFreéa ¢gKSy GKS 2dzR3ISa NHzZ SR
e See Judges 17:6, 18:1a, 19:1a, 21:25.

The book is also set before the books of Samuel, as the genealogy indicates
e See Ruth 4:122.

Getting into the text:
Ruth 1:1-6 A famine in Bethlehem and emptiness in Moab

1. Why is Moab such an odd place to go? [See Deut@338idges 3:125, 2630]

FYI Hebrew names in the Bible often have some significance:
e Elimelechky my God is King
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2. What did Elimelech and his family stand to gain and/or lose by going to Moab

() inthe short term?

(i) in the long term?

3. Notice how this book undeisl y Ra W LINGhe&rkasoh giwerdh I I2yYR Q &o JoWBhI dzNJy/
(1:6).
¢ Do you thank God for his every provision ?

Ruth1:ZHH ¢ 2 WdzRIFIK FyR (G2 bl2YAQ&a D2R

4. Remarriage prospects for Orpah and Ruth in Judah argprarhising eitheifrom an Israelite

perspective (see for example Deut BLorF N2 Y | Fl YAf & LISNRLISOGAGS oa
11-13).



5. What does Ruth leave behind in contrast to OrpaR&dadvv14-18]
6. Why does Rutleling to Naonf?
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For discussion and consideration

bl 2 YA the haddo¥theORD has turned againsQiméhe Wimighty has dealt bitterly with
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9. When times are tough, how do you tend to view God?
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model for us who continue to face greatdl$ and difficulties?



