St Mark’s Camberwell

Bible Studies in Ruth
Study Two

‘..may you have a full reward from the LORD, the
God of Israel, under whose wings you have come
for refuge!’ (Ruth 2:12)




Ruth 2:1-23 Boaz and the abundance of favour.
Getting into the text

1. Read through the text, noting both how Boaz is described and how Ruth is described

(NRSV) 2:1 Now Naomi had a kinsman on her husband's side, a promihanaricof the

family of Elimelech, whose name was Bdamd Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, "Let

me go to the field and glean among the ears of grain, behind someone in whose sight |
may find favor." She said to her, "Go, my daught&8b she went. Sheame and gleaned

in the field behind the reapers. As it happened, she came to the part of the field belonging
to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelethust then Boaz came from Bethlehem. He

said to the reapers, "The LORD be with you." They answ&Fad,LORD bless yod."

Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of the reapers, "To whom does this young
woman belong?® The servant who was in charge of the reapers answered, "She is the
Moabite who came back with Naomi from the country of Mo&aBhe said, "Please, let me
glean and gather among the sheaves behind the reapers.' So she came, and she has been
on her feet from early this morning until now, without resting even for a moment."

8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, "Now listen, my daughter, d@gado glean in another field or
leave this one, but keep close to my young wontefeep your eyes on the field that is
being reaped, and follow behind them. | have ordered the young men not to bother you. If
you get thirsty, go to the vessels and drinbm what the young men have drawrn™

Then she fell prostrate, with her face to the ground, and said to him, "Why have | found
favor in your sight, that you should take notice of me, when | am a foreigntBRlt Boaz
answered her, "All that you have de for your mothefin-law since the death of your
husband has been fully told me, and how you left your father and mother and your native
land and came to a people that you did not know befdfdlay the LORD reward you for
your deeds, and may you havdudl reward from the LORD, the God of Israel, under
whose wings you have come for refug&iThen she said, "May | continue to find favor in
your sight, my lord, for you have comforted me and spoken kindly to your servant, even
though | am not one of yowservants."

14 At mealtime Boaz said to her, "Come here, and eat some of this bread, and dip your
morsel in the sour wine." So she sat beside the reapers, and he heaped up for her some
parched grain. She ate until she was satisfied, and she had soroedeft> When she got

up to glean, Boaz instructed his young men, "Let her glean even among the standing
sheaves, and do not reproach h&tYou must also pull out some handfuls for her from

the bundles, and leave them for her to glean, and do not retheee"

17 So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and
it was about an ephah of barle}f.She picked it up and came into the town, and her
mother-in-law saw how much she had gleaned. Then she took out and gavenaemwas

left over after she herself had been satisfiétHer motherin-law said to her, "Where did
you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice of
you." So she told her mothén-law with whom she had worked, and sal@he name of

the man with whom | worked today is BoaZ. Then Naomi said to her daughtgrlaw,
"Blessed be he by the LORD, whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!"
Naomi also said to her, "The man is a relative of ours, one of ouesiekin."*! Then

Ruth the Moabite said, "He even said to me, "Stay close by my servants, until they have
finished all my harvest.'® Naomi said to Ruth, her daughtar-law, "It is better, my
daughter, that you go out with his young women, otherwise yaight be bothered in
another field."* So she stayed close to the young women of Boaz, gleaning until the end
of the barley and wheat harvests; and she lived with her mothdaw.



2. Refering to (i) Deuteronomy 10:410 and (i) Deut 24:182, note Go@a | G G A GdzRS (2
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e How does this reminder relate/apply to us?

Boaz at work (2:416)
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4. Boaz notices the newcomer (Ruth) gleaning with the other woriiémat areall the measures
Boaz puts in place for Rugav8-13)?
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6. What is significant about how Ruth responds both to the kindness of the workers (reported in
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¢ In what way is Ruth model for godly living@
For further consideration on this point, see Titus 2141

Boaz and theGod of gace (2:1223)
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expressed? (vE20). Notice who Naomi attributes this kindness to.

8. In what ways does the chapter point us towards the LORD, the God of Israel?



For discussion and consideration

9. Ruth graciously and humbly accepts the abundant favour given to hercalNddami from
Boaz. In practice do you find it easy to accept favour, comfort and kindness from others?

10.Read Ps 36:%2, and consider the abundance (of spiritual, material and gtkiednesses
that God has lavished upon yamd us Considewhen you mighpray, thanking God for
these.

11.L y . r2dpdngta Ruth we se€od? kindnessit work through a faithful human agerin
what ways has God blessed you, and how myghithen use such provision tpoint others
to the God of grace



