
Ruth 3:1-18  An encounter of loyalty 
 

Read 3:1-18 

 

Context 

1. By referring back to chapters 1and 2 and now ch 3, what changes do you see in Naomi? 

What has brought about such change? 

 

2. Note the setting of the main scene in chapter 3: place, people, time, public/private etc.  

  

 

 

 

Getting into the text: 

Ruth 3:1-5. The pursuit of Boaz 

3. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ bŀƻƳƛΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǎƛƴƎ .ƻŀȊΚ 

 

 

4. Why these particular instructions to Ruth (v2-4)?  

 

 

 

bƻǘŜ оΥп ΨǳƴŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŜ ŘƻǿƴΩΥ 
This is literal translation of the Hebrew, but what does such an expression mean? What does such an action imply?  
{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ΨŦŜŜǘΩ ƛƴ IŜōΦ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŜǳǇƘŜƳƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴǎ όŜƎ Exod 4:25, Ezek 16:25 ESV 
footnote), so the suggestion by some is that Ruth is making an advance towards Boaz.  
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘȅ ƻƴ wǳǘƘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ όƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ .ƻŀȊύ ŦƻǊ wǳǘƘΩǎ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ όоΥмлύ. At 
the least here is a scene of intimacy, which Boaz receives as a request for marriage.  

 

 

  

5. Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ .ƻŀȊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ΨǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΚΩΣ wǳǘƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ 

ΨǎǇǊŜŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƴƎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΩΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜ this with .ƻŀȊΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ wǳǘƘ ƛƴ нΥмнΦ  

 

 

 

6. What is the connection we see emerging here between God, Boaz and Ruth & Naomi?  



 

Ruth 3:6-14 The response from Boaz 

 

7. bƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ wǳǘƘΩǎ ΨŦƛǊǎǘΩ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘŜƴŀŎƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ bŀƻƳƛ όнΥммύΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƘǊǳǎǘ ƻŦ .ƻŀȊΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΚ  

 

 

 

 

8. Boaz could potentially have taken advantage of this foreign woman in this dark place. But he 

refrains from this. How would you describe his response (v13-15)?  

 

 

 

For discussion and consideration 

9. wǳǘƘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƻŦ ΨƭƻȅŀƭǘȅΩ όоΥмлύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ hesed, the same word used of 

the LORD in 2:20. Boaz shows he also is a man of kindness and honour.  

Having seen that such a character trait issues from the LORD, consider how it is we show 

honour and loyalty to one another. Does being in Christ change such behavior?  

Here are some contexts you might consider:  

i. Honour in marriage 

ii. Honour in the ChristΩs church family 

iii. Honour in the school/workplace 

iv. Honour in more general public life 

 

 

 


