
Ruth 4:1-22 A redeemer for Ruth and God’s people 

Getting into the text: 

1. ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ΨƴŜȄǘ-of-ƪƛƴΩΣ ΨǊŜŘŜŜƳΩΣ ΨǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΩ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǿƻǊŘΣ gôel. 

Circle all such words that you find in this chapter.  

 

Ruth 4:1 (NRSV)  No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down there than the next-of-
kin,  of whom Boaz had spoken, came passing by. So Boaz said, "Come over, friend; sit down 
here." And he went over and sat down. 2 Then Boaz took ten men of the elders of the city, and 
said, "Sit down here"; so they sat down. 3 He then said to the next-of-kin, "Naomi, who has come 
back from the country of Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our kinsman 
Elimelech. 4 So I thought I would tell you of it, and say: Buy it in the presence of those sitting 
here, and in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you 
will not, tell me, so that I may know; for there is no one prior to you to redeem it, and I come 
after you." So he said, "I will redeem it." 5 Then Boaz said, "The day you acquire the field from 
the hand of Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth  the Moabite, the widow of the dead man, to 
maintain the dead man's name on his inheritance." 6 At this, the next-of-kin  said, "I cannot 
redeem it for myself without damaging my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption 
yourself, for I cannot redeem it."  

7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: to 
confirm a transaction, the one took off a sandal and gave it to the other; this was the manner of 
attesting in Israel. 8 So when the next-of-kin  said to Boaz, "Acquire it for yourself," he took off 
his sandal. 9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, "Today you are witnesses that I 
have acquired from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to 
Chilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be my wife, 
to maintain the dead man's name on his inheritance, in order that the name of the dead may 
not be cut off from his kindred and from the gate of his native place; today you are witnesses." 
11 Then all the people who were at the gate, along with the elders, said, "We are witnesses. May 
the LORD make the woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, who together 
built up the house of Israel. May you produce children in Ephrathah and bestow a name in 
Bethlehem; 12 and, through the children that the LORD will give you by this young woman, may 
your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah."  

13  So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they came together, the LORD made her 
conceive, and she bore a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be the LORD, who has 
not left you this day without next-of-kin;  and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15 He shall be 
to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, 
who is more to you than seven sons, has borne him." 16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him 
in her bosom, and became his nurse. 17 The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, 
saying, "A son has been born to Naomi." They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, 
the father of David.  

18 Now these are the descendants of Perez: Perez became the father of Hezron, 19 Hezron of 
Ram, Ram of Amminadab, 20 Amminadab of Nahshon, Nahshon of Salmon, 21 Salmon of Boaz, 
Boaz of Obed, 22 Obed of Jesse, and Jesse of David.  

 

2. In chapters 3-4, consider how Ruth, Boaz, the peoples and the women (see v14-15) 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ΨǊŜŘŜŜƳƛƴƎΩ όǎŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ нΥнлΣ оΥф-12). 

 



 

3. The ΨwitnessesΩ pray for Ruth and Boaz in vv11-12. What is the gist of their prayer?  

 άΧƭƛƪŜ wŀŎƘŜƭ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀƘΧέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ нф-30, and the fact that the 12 sons of Israel came 

through them.  

 άΧƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ tŜǊŜȊΣ ǿƘƻƳ ¢ŀƳŀǊ ōƻǊŜ ǘƻ WǳŘŀƘέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ офΦ {ŜŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ DŜƴ 

39:27-30, to see the implication.  

 

 

4. What are the similarities between Tamar and Ruth?  
[omit this question if running short of time] 

 

 

 

5. bƻǘƛŎŜ  ǘƘŜ [hw5Ωǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ όпΥмм-15): 

 

 

For discussion and consideration 

6. The book ends with the genealogy. Compare the last verse of Judges with this closing. What 

conclusions are we drawn to concerning:  

 DƻŘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ? 

 DƻŘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ 

individuals?  

 

 

 

7. What is the message of the book of Ruth? Discuss.  

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ [hw5 Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŦǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ΨǊŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΩ 

The idea of redemption which we find in Ruth is a huge biblical theme which is focused on the 

person and work of the Lord Jesus. So Zechariah praises God saying:  

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,  
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.  
He has raised up a mighty saviour for us  
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ 5ŀǾƛŘΧ ό[ǳƪŜ мΥсу-69) 

 

8. Read Ephesians 1:5-15 and consider how it is Christ became our redeemer, and what it is we 

have received as the pledge of our redemption.   

 

 

 

 



For discussion, consideration and prayer 

9. Naomi and Ruth were redeemed. What is it we have been redeemed from?  

[For further consideration on this see Ephesians 2:1-3] 

 

  

 

10. What is it we have been redeemed to? [See Eph 2:10 and Titus 2:11-14] 

 

 

 

 

 

11. What are the Ψtake-away pointsΩ from the book of Ruth concerningΧ 

 

ΧGodΩs faithfulness to his people?  

 

 

 

ΧGodΩs kindness and willingness to bless?  

 

 

 

ΧGodΩs sovereign control of events? 

 

 

 

Χ GodΩs provision of a redeemer?  

 

 

 

 

 

12. Turn what you have gleaned from Ruth into prayers of praise, thanks and petition.  

 

 

 

 


